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PEARLS award for research excellence- presented by the Prime Minister John Howard on the 24th November. 

At the Annual award dinner of the Heart Research Institute, Charlene Thornton won the research excellence award.  This is in honour of her mothers and babies project. She has devised a set of markers (clinical indicators) by which we can measure the success in looking after our mothers with high blood pressure in pregnancy.  Her work has identified major discrepancies between Canada and Australia in how women are treated. This work is being extended across NSW as part of her PhD project and with the support of a PEARLS fellowship and a PEARLS funded research assistant, Jane Tooher. 
A Discovery 
You will be pleased to hear that your money is helping us to get results. We have discovered the link between toxic protein and blood supply to the uterus in pregnancy- one of the missing links of preeclampsia research. 

Angela’s work on the link between placental blood flow and the proteins that cause preeclampsia is remarkable and was lauded by the National Institutes of Health- USA Scientist - Prof R Levine, and the key researcher (Dr Anath Karumanchi) at the Beth Israel in Boston who pioneered the original studies (he has been the subject of New Yorker article this month, a first for preeclampsia).  He though that Angela’s work in the area was the most innovative and relevant that he has seen in two years.  
PEARLS at the University of Western Sydney Medical School
Annemarie – has taken up her leading role in the development of the new medical school at the University of Western Sydney. In collaboration with the Heart Research Institute, Annemarie will be extending PEARLS research trials and research work to a much wider section of the NSW population.  There is a chance that 4 times as many women will benefit from the local research effort. 
Fundraising 

In 2006 our fundraising was our best effort yet. We raised $28,000 at the Annual Winter Jazz Dinner and a further $18,000 from our annual Cocktail Party on October 7, at the Museum of Sydney.  Our MC’s for the evening, Alex Perry and Joh Bailey were superb and the wonderful auctioneer, Scott Gibbons was a welcome and fun addition to our proceedings. Raphael Jewellers will be holding a very special Christmas Cocktail Party to thank everyone for their efforts this year on the 7th December at the Strand Arcade in Sydney in early December.  (RSVP, Maria Koutis, on 9225 5596 if you are interested in attending so that we can ensure you receive an invitation. 
Thank you so much for your support in 2006 and we wish you a very Merry Christmas. 
News and Events
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