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Charlene returns from presenting new results in Canada
Charlene Thornton is now in the third year of her PhD and recently traveled to Vancouver to continue our collaboration with Prof Peter Von Dadleszen, an eminent obstetrician there.  

Charlene’s work has identified the importance of different treatments in preeclampsia. She has shown that despite being similar size units and having the same level of complex patients, some centres have very different outcomes for their mothers and babies.  Some units have a higher kidney failure rates, and other have increases rates of fluid on the lungs.  These differences are subtle and are not typically reported in routine obstetric care.  Having identified a higher rate of complications in the Canadian group, they have systematically gone about changing their clinical practice and as a result, their results are improving. She will assess this one last time in September 2008. It is very clear from her intervention, that women will experience fewer problems as a result of their preeclampsia than would have occurred previously.   More importantly, this strategy for improvement is one that would be able to be applied to other hospitals where higher rates of other complications have been found. We look forward to demonstrating these changes over the next few years. 

PEARLS Collaborators Around the World. 
Our work with Harvard Medical School researchers Prof Ananth Karumanchi and Prof Ravi Thadhani continues and will be presented later in the year at the International Society for the Study of Hypertension in Pregnancy in Washington. (September).   This is starting to bring rewards in identifying possible treatments for hypertension in pregnancy.  

We continue to support and conduct trials in treatment for pain after cesarean delivery with the recent inclusion of Campbelltown Hospital.  Trials by Dr Angela Makris at Liverpool Hospital and the Renal Unit there are going strong and show how we can translate the work in the laboratory to women in the throes of preeclampsia.  Similar work with the RPAH continues and Dr Tony Richardson is looking at the interpretation of urine testing in preeclampsia.  
We are looking at the effect of adrenalin on blood pressure responses in collaboration with Vaughan Macefield  from the University of Western Sydney and we are hoping to start a collaboration with the Department of nanotechnology there to look at blood flow to the placenta under direct vision, this is the first time that such work will have been conducted anywhere in the world. 

Fundraising 

In 2008 our fundraising efforts with be at a SINGLE event – a dinner at the National Arts Centre, Darlinghurst., Sydney Australia. This is our second larger scale dinner and we look forward to catching up with our friends and supporters at this dinner. There will be dancing and local artists ready to do your portrait. The date is Saturday 9th August 2008 and we look forward to seeing you there. 
Thank you so much for your continuing support for PEARLS and I hope you agree that our efforts are paying off with some very positive results already in publication in 2007. 
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